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.This guide was prepared by Nancy Garhan Attebury, B.S. Elementary Education, M.A. 
Children’s Literature. She is a children’s author and retired teacher from Oregon. 

 
Getting started  

-display a world map   -locate the Indus region           
-discuss B.C. dates     -discuss introductory page “Then and Now” 

  
1. What is It?, pages 2-4   Comprehension 

Archeologist Alexander Cunningham discovered a seal from Harappa, India in the 1800s.  
1. Describe the seal. 
2. How did the seal relate to buying and selling goods? 
In the 1920s, archeologists learned more about Harappa.  
1. Describe the land where Harappa was built. 
2. What was available to eat? 
3. Explain the use of the city walls. 
4. Were the citizens peaceful or were they warriors? How do you know? 
 

2. Reading the Clues, pages 5-7  Defining 
 Create a dictionary with words and / or pictures. Define each word below. 

--pottery shard  --graffiti --Canaanites --dewlap --boustrophedon
  --tablets  --steatite  --faience --decipher --pipal  

 
3. Booming Metropolises, pages 8-12 Sorting / Comparing Information 
 Work in groups of 3 or 4. Make the chart below. Use the article and map to fill in the 
blanks. 

 

 
City standards: 
 1. What features were the same in all Indus houses? 
 2. What standard size was used to make Indus bricks? 
 3. What was true about main streets in Indus cities? 
 
4. At Home by the Indus, pages 13-16      Creative Writing 

Indus 
 

     location 
 

   water system      city walls population (if 
given) 

 
Harappa 

    

 
Mohenjo-daro 
 
 

    

 
Dholavira 
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Imagine you were an Indus Valley child long ago. Read the article and create a diary entry 
for one day. Describe what you see, hear, taste, touch, and smell. Think about eating, 
playing, and going somewhere. 
 
example: 
8:00 a.m.  Woke up. Dressed. Smelled breakfast cooking. Ate steamy gruel, flat bread 

and sweet dates. 
 
Follow this format: 

 8:00 a.m.      _________________________  
 9:00 a.m. _________________________    

11:00 a.m.  _________________________       
12:00 noon _________________________  and on until 9:00 p.m. bedtime 

 
5. Other Indus Cities, p. 17   Map Work and Comprehension 
 1. When did people begin to build cities? How large did the Indus civilization become? 
 2. Where were Rakhigarhi and Ganweriwala located? What were citadels used for?    

3. Where was Lothal located? Describe it. 
 4. What did Kalibangan have in common with Lothal? 
 5. Name some small northern settlements. What was produced in these places? 
 6. Where was Balakot? Why was it important? 
 7. Where was Shortughai? What mines were nearby?     
  
6. Body Decorations, pages 18-19  Vocabulary 
 Read the article. Write one sentence using each word:  
 mendhi       adorn symbol      signifies   ancient      prosperity      designs 
 

Match these words and symbols.  Put the matching number on the line. 
     
1. flower    ____ honesty 
2. square    ____ love and riches 
3. triangle    ____ happiness 
4. fan     ____ creativity 
5. peacock or swan    ____ peace  

  
7. Making Water Work, pages 20-21    Drawing Conclusions 

Divide into three groups. Search for answers. Share findings. 
 Group 1—Contact city hall for information about the city water system. 
  1. How is water supplied to city residents? 
  2. Could your class see a map of the water system? 
  3. What is the process for city sewage disposal? 
   
 Group 2—Contact farmers near your city. 
  1. What water source is used for irrigating? 
  2. How are fields irrigated? 
  2. Does irrigation increase crop production? 
 
 Group 3—Use maps and the internet. 
  1. What waterways nearest you are used to haul and receive goods? 
  2. What goods are transported? 
  3. Where are the goods taken? Where do goods come from? 
    
8. Creativity at Work, pages 24-26       Creative Art 

Get creative. Draw and color a picture of Indus art. Choose one:  
 1. A copper necklace with two pendants, shells, stones and colored beads. 
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2. A woven wool blanket made of four colors and with a geometric design. 
3. A stone carving of yourself (waist on up.) Add patterns to your clothes and a head 
band.  
4. A terra cotta storage container. Use black to add flower, animal, or geometric designs.   

  
9. Beyond the Cities, pages 27-29  Comprehension 
 1. Why did people from the Indus Valley have grain to trade? 
 2. What is a surplus? 
 3. What may have been used for credit or money? 
 4. How did seals probably get to the Indus Valley? 
 5. Why was it important for the Indus people to make a trade profit? 
 6. Explain how merchants measured weight. 
 7. Where were overland trade routes? 
 8. What route did sailing ships travel to trade goods? 
 9. What made the Indus region powerful? 
 
10. Monsoons, page 30         Non-fiction Writing 

Divide into groups. Create safety brochures using internet and library information. Share 
and compare when finished. For each brochure:   
1. Define with words and a picture.        2.  Give world locations        3. List safety tips.   
Group 1: Monsoon  
Group 2: Hurricane 
Group 3: Typhoon  

  
11. What’s New?, pages 31-35  “Digging” for Answers  

Locate these sites on the map (p. 12.) List objects discovered at each site. Discuss 
common findings and answer the questions. 
1. Harappa—What was customary for burial? 
2. Ganweriwala—What did archeologists do here in 2007? 
3. Gola Dhoro—What is an important find from this site? 
4. Kanmer—How could a stone wall help people who lived here? 
5. Bhirrana—What kind of farming could have been done here? 
6. Sanauli—How were burials carried out? 
7. Girawad, Mitathal, and Farmana—What did archeologists find about these places? 
8. Jaidak—How do findings at this site differ from the others? 
 

12. Dog Days, pages 38-39      Compiling / Comparing 
Work in small groups. Gather three facts and a photo about one breed of dogs on this list. 
Use internet or library resources. Share your findings. 

  
Afghan  Mastiff  Banjara Hound Poligar Hound  Chippiparai Hound 

 Kombai Dog Lhasa Apso Rampur Hound Rajapalayam Dog  Mudhol Hound 
 Himalayan sheepdog 
  
-----------------------------------  
Answer key for p. 18-19 
 

Match these words and symbols.  Put the matching number on the line. 
     
1. flower    _2___ honesty 
2. square    _5___ love and riches 
3. triangle    _1___ happiness 
4. fan     _3___ creativity 
5. peacock or swan    _4___ peace  
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