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Bafore Wikl S8mith
battled a single
alisn as Agent Jay
in Columbia
Pistures” Man In
Hiack, & writar
imagined what
Bmith would

do and say during
avary saoond af Ltha
film. Tha resalting
soreeniplay, axosrpt
at right, was tha
first step in making
this blockbustar hit.

EXT.: WORLD'S FAIR AT NIGHT

JAY and KAY hit the ground with loud grunts.

JAY: That did not go at all like I had plannad.

Thay look up to see the Bug moving for tha
second tower—and the second flying sauocer.
KAY gets to his feet,

KAY:This guy's really starting to bug me.

Try your hand at the flilmmaker's craflt! Follow tha
staps balow to learn how to write your own screanplay

|. First, decide what genre, or style, your film will be.

Do yvou ke old westerns? Action flicks? Dramas?
Comedies? Science fiction?

Mext, write a brief description of the major characters
in your film, including important details about their
appearances and personalities. For exampla, "DAISY is
a fiery-haired, 11-year-old girl with pigtails and bruised
knees.” You will use these descriptions the first time
each character appears in tha film.

Now map out the plot for your film, For each scene,
write & brief description of the action and dialogue that
will take place. For axample: “Scena Oné: Ingide tha
Franklins® barn. Mac and Daisy clean out the horses’'
gialls and argue about who 18 going to win first prize
at the county fair.”

q Using your outhne fo guide you,
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bBargen 0 Wil Your scrésnplay, sceng
by scene. Each scens should include:

[l A SLUGLINE, or scene heading.
Thig g tha firgt ling of the scene and
describes whong The sCéne takes place.

Ig it indoors (“INT.* for “interior®) or ouldoors ("EXT."
for “exterior” )7 What is the specific location? What time
of day is it?

il The ACTION DESCRIPTION. This paints a picture of
what |18 happaning in the scansa. For axample: "Mac and
Datgy sit at a table, their hands tied behind thair backs,
Above them, a sign reads, "PIE-EATING CONTEST.'"

i The DIALOGUE, or the characters’ lines. Use these as
the building blocks of your story,

:I: PARENTHETICALS or CHOREDGRAPHY. Thasa
instructions, in parenihesas, tell actons how thiy
should recrte thar lings or what they should do
when they speak

For example:
DAISY llaaning over o smell the piel: Mmmmm,
Bluabarry i my favorite.

8 Once you have finighed writing the scones,
you are raady 1o create a title page. YWrite the
nams of your scraenplay in tha center of
the page, followead by your name and
mailing address. You are now ready 1o
sand your work 1o Hallywood!
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